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To the Right Reverend Father in God, 


HENRY 
Lord Biſhop of LONDON, 
One of His MAJESTY ay 


Moſt Honourable PRIVY COUNCIL. 


My LORD, 
TY OUR Lordſhip having ſignified your Pleaſure, that 


the Sermon which you beard, when you did ws the 
Honour to be preſent at the Opening of our Pariſh 
Church, ſhould be made publick, notwithſtanding my 
averſeneſs to Print any thing in Engliſh ; yet ont of a juſt ſenſe, 
both of that Obedience which I awe to you, as my Biſhop, aud of 
that Kindneſs which F have received from you as wy Patron, [ 
have now done it, and herewith make bold to preſent it to You. 
What Effe@ a Diſcourſe of this Nature will have upon the Minds 
of thoſe who ſhall have ſo much patience as to read it, I know 
not ; but _ leave that to him who hath the Hearts of all Men 
in his Hand. My Subje&, 1am ſure, is good, and neceſſary : 
And as for my plain, and pradiical way of handling it, it is 
that which my Text requireth, in that it commandeth that in our 
Chriſtian Congregations, All things be done to edifying. So, 
that unleſs I had endeavoured to ſuit it to the Capacities of all 
there preſent, and to make it as edifying as I could untothem, my 
Sermon had been a ContradiGion to my Text : And beſides that, 
F had loſt my Deſign in Preaching it : Which was, to convince 
w_ eſpecially, whoſe Souls, ynder your Lordſhip, are commit- 
ted to my care and condud, of the Excellency, and Uſcful- 
nefs of the Common-Prayer, and ſo to perſwade them to the 


conſtant, and conſcientious uſe of itz not only becauſe it is con- 
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formable 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


formable to the DoGrine, Diſcipline, and PraGice of the Uni- 
werſal Church ; nor only becauſe it is eſtabliſhed by the Laws both 
of our Church and State (though they alſo be very great Reaſons) 
but likewiſe, becauſe of that extraordinary benefit and advantage 
which they would receive from it, for the edifying of their Souls 
in whatſoever is neceſſary to their Eternal Salvation. 

I am wery ſenſible, that much more might have been ſaid upon 
this Excellent SubjeF. But intending no more than a plain Ser- 
mon upon the occaſion, I was forced to omit many things, andto 
confine my ſelf to ſuch only, which were moſt obviows, and ſeem- 
ed the moſt neceſſary for people to know and praGiſe, in order to 
their being reconciled unto, and edified by our Publick Prayers. 
And if upon your peruſal of that little which I have ſaid, you 

all find any thing not agreeable to the Do@rine of our Church, 
1 humbly ſubmit it to your Lordſhip's Judgment and Cenſure ; 
only deſiring that you would be as ready to pardon, as I am to 
retra@ it. 

My Lord, 

I bave one requeſt more to make unto Yon, which is, that as 
You were the occaſion of my Printing this Sermon, ſo You would 
be pleaſed to accept of it, now it is Printed: And if, by the 
Bleſſing of Almighty God, it may contribute any thing to thoſe 
great Ends, which you continually proſecute with ſo great Wiſdom 
and. Prudence, with ſuch exemplary Care and Diligence in the 
Management of that high Office which he hath called you to, 
even to the Glory of his great Name, the good of his Church, 
and the Salvation of the Souls of Men ; it is all that is deftred by, 


My Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt humble, 
and molt obedient Servant, 


WILLIAM BEVERIDGE. 
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Excellency, and Uſefulneſs 
OF THE 


Common-Prayer. 
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T Cor. XIV. 26. 
) 
Let all things be done to edifying. 


HEN Judas Macchabews had new built the 
Altar, and repaired the Temple at Hieru- 
falem, after it had been Polluted and laid 
waſte for Three -Years together; the 
Church of God at that time and place re- 
joyced fo much at it, that they kept the Dedication of it 
Eight days, and ordered that the ſame ſhould be obſerved 
every year; 1 Maccab. 4.59. And fo we find it was in our [ET 
Saviour's time; for he himſelf was pleaſed to honour that fat } 
B Feftival cis 
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Feſtival, though only of Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution, with his 
own Preſence ; Joh. 10. 22. In thelike manner, we of 
this Pariſh have Cauſe to be tranſported with joy and glad- 
neſs, and to ſpend this day in praiſing and adoring the moſt 
high God, for that our Church, which hath lain waſte for 
above five times Three years, is row at laſt rebuilt and fitted 
again for his Worſhip and Service, For what the Altar 
and Temple were unto the Jews then, the fame will our 
Church be unto us now. Did they there offer up their Sa- 
crifices unto God as Types of the Death of Chriſt> We 
{hall here Commemorate the ſaid Death of Chriſt, rypified 
by thoſe Sacrifices. Did they come from all parts of Ju- 
dea to Worſhip God there?, So hall we, I hope, come 
from all parts of this Pariſh to Worſhip God here. Was 
the Temple an Houſe of Prayer to them? So is this 
Church tous. Was that the place where God, according 
to his Promiſe, came unto his People to bleſs them? I do not 
doubt but he will do theſame to us in this Place, if we come 
untoit, and carry our ſelves in it as we ought todo. In 
ſhort, was the Temple the place where all things were per- 
formed that could any way conduce to theedifying of God's 
People, as things then ſtood? The ſame may beſaid of our 
Church, as things now ſtand. For whatſoever is, or can be 
Neceſlary to the edifying of our Souls here, and fo to their 
Eternal Salvation hereafter, is clearly and fully comprehen- 
ded in thoſe ſeveral Offices, which according to the Laws 
of the Land, are now to be performed in this place, 
Neither is there any thing contained in any of them, 
but what doth really conduce to theſe great Ends and 


, Parpoſes. 


But this being a thing which is denied by ſome, and under- 
ſtood but by few amongſt us, I ſhall endeavour to explain 
and demonſtrate untoall. Which I chuſe'to do at this time, 
becauſe 'tis the moſt proper Subje@ I could-think of for this 
Occation. For unleſs what is to be now done in this place, 
will anſwer the ends wherefore it is erected, all the Coſts 

and 
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and Charges that have been Jaid out upon it; will be to 
no ——_— at all. But if it can be fully made out, That 
the Service, which is here to be performed, doth highly con- 
duce to the Advancement of God's Glory and your Happi- 
neſs, the great Ends wherefore ſuch places are erected, then 
| you cannot but acknowledge that whatſoever any of you 
> have contributed towards it, is the beſt Money that you e- 
ver ſpent; and that this day wherein the ſaid Service is be- 
gun to be performed in it, is one of the moſt joyful days 
that this Pariſh ever ſaw. 

This therefore, is that which I ſhall endeavour to prove 
at this time: And for that end I have choſen theſe 
Words for the Ground and Foundation of all that I ſhall 

| ſay upon this Subjet, Let all things be done to Edifying. For 
Y the right .underſtanding whereof, we muſt know, that the 
Apoſtle having in this Chapter diſcourſed at large concern- 

ing the way and manner of holding Chriſtian Afſem- 

blies, and having proved, that whatſoever is there ſaid 

ought to be ſpoken in ſuch a Language, that all there 
preſent may underſtand, and fo be edified by it ; he at 

laſt ſumms up the whole in this Propofition, How # it 

then Brethren « when ye come together, every one of you hath 

a Pſalm, hath a Dodrine, hath a Tongue, hath a Revelation, 

hath an Interpretation * Let all things be done unto Edi- 

fying : As if he ſhould have ſaid, whatſoever Gifts any 

of you have, or pretend to, yet when you meet to- 

gether upon a Religious Account, for the Publick Wor. 

ſhip of God, take ſpecial care that all things be there 

done, to the Edifying of all who are there preſent. From 
whence 1t 1s plain, that the Apoſtle lays down this as a 
1 general Rule, neceſſary to be obſerved in all Chriſtian 
| Congregations. So that whenſoever we meet together 
to Worlhip and Serve God ; if any thing be there done 
| which is not for our Edification, we come ſhort of this 
Rule, and ſo we do too, if any thing be there —_ 
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that may conduce to that end. For according tothis Rule, 
as nothing is to be there done but what is for our Edifying, 
ſo alſo on the other ſide, all things that are, or can be for 
our Edfying ought to be there done. 

But for our better underſtanding the true ſenſe and pur- 
port of this Rule, it is neceſfary to confider what the Apo- 
{tle here means by edifyings For which he muſt know, That 
all Chriſtians being, as the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, of the Houſ- 
hold of God, built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner Stone 
Eph. 2. 19, 20. Hence, whatſoever tends to the ſtrengthen- 
ing, ſupporting, cementing, or raiſing this Fabrick higher, 
whatſoever it is whereby men are made more firm and ſo- 
Iid Chriſtians, more holy and perfect men then they are 
before, by that they are ſaid to be edified. And therefore, 
it is a great miſtake for men to think as mary do, that they 
are edified by what they hear, mneerly becauſe they know 
perhaps ſome little thing which before they were ignorant 
of, For Knowledge (as the Apoſtle faith) prffeth xp, it is 
Charity that edifieth 5 2 Cor. 8. 1. And therefore, whatſoever 
knowledge we attain to, we cannot be ſaid to beedified by 
it, any further than as it influences our Minds, excites our 
Love, and inclines our Hearts to God and goodneſs. And 
that this is the true Notion of edifying, is plain from the 
Apoſtles own Words; where he ſaith, Let zo corrupt com- 
munication come out of your months, but that which is for the 
uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter grace unto the hearers ; 
Epheſ. 4. 29. For from hence it is manifelted, that that 

_ onely 1s properly ſaid to edifie, that Miniſters grace unto 
us; whereby we are made more pure and holy than we 
were before. And therefore, we read of Edifjing our ſelves 
in love, Epheſ. 4. 16. and building up our ſelves in our moſt 
boly faith, Jade 20. which are the true graccs that make up 
a real and true Chriſtian. , And nothing can be faid to 
edifie, but what tends-to the exciteing and increaſing of 
them: Until we come (as the Apoſtle faith) in the unity of 

the 
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the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 


fet man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of 


Chriſt ; Ephel. 4.12, 13. Hence therefore, when the Apo- 
{tle faith, Let al things be done to edifying, his meaning 1n 
brief is this, That in all our Chriſttan Aſſemblies, when 
we meet together to Worſhip and ſerve God, all things 
there are to be ſo done, that we may return home wiſer, 
and better than we came thither 3 with our knowledge of 
God and Chriſt increaſed, our D-fires enlarged, our Love 
inflamed, our Faith confirmed, all our Graces quickened, 
and fo our whole Souls made more humble, more holy, 
more like to God, than they were before. 


The Words being thus briefly explained, I ſhall now ap- 
ply them ro our preſent purpole, and ſhew that this Form 
of Religious Worſhip, which is preſcribed by our Church, 
eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Land, and therefore to be 
uſed now in this place, agrees exatly with this Rule, or 
Canon of the holy Apoſtle, even that a/ thingsin it aredone 
to edifjing. 

But before we prove that that Form in particular, which 
our Church hath preſcribed, is agreeable to this Apoſtolical 
Rule, it is neceflary to prove firſt, That the preſcribing a 
Form in general'is ſo. For unleſs the preſcribinga Form in 
general, be according to this Rule, no Form in particular, 
that 1s preſcribed, can poſſibly agree with it. But now, that 
this Rule admits, yea, repuires the preſcribing of ſome ' 
Form, is evident from the Rule it ſelf. For the Apoſtle 
here commands the Church of Corinth, and fo all Provin- 
cial Churches, to take care that in their Religious Alleme 
blies al things be doneto edifying. But how is it poſſible for 
any Provincial Church to fee that this be done, except ſhe 
preſcribes ſome certain Form for the doing of it ? If every 
Miniſter of a Pariſh ſhould be left to his own liberty, to 
do what he pleaſed in his own Congregation, although 


ſome perhaps might be ſo wile and prudent as to —_—_ 
this 
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this Rule, as well as they could, yet conſidering the Cor- 
ruption of Humane Nature, we have much caule to fear 
that others would not. Ar leaſt the Church could be no 
way ſecured that all would z and therefore muſt needs be 
obliged to conſider of, and appoint ſome ſuch Form to be 
uſed in all her Congregations, by which ſhe may be fully 
aſſured, that this Apoſtolical Rule is every where obſerved, 
as it ought to be. And although we ſhould ſuppoſe what 
can never be expected, that all the Clergy in every Pro-_ 
vince ſhould be as wiſe and good as they ought to be, yet 

jt cannot be ſuppoſed that every one of them ſhould under- 
ſtand what is for the Edification of the people as well as all 
together. And therefore it muſt needs be acknowledged, 
that the ſureſt way to have this Rule obſerved, is, for the 
Governours of every Church, and the whole Clergy, to 
meet together by their Repreſentatives, in a Synod or Cons 
vocation, and there, upon Mature Deliberation, agree up- 
on ſome ſuch Form, which they in their Prudence and 
Conſciences judge to be according to this Rule, which the 
Apoſtle here lays down before them, 

And beſides that, the preſcribing a Form in general, is 
more for our Edifzing, than to leave every one to do what 
ſcems good in his own Eyes, Wehave the concurrent Teſti- 
mony, Experience, and Practice of the Univerſal Church. 
For we never read, or hear of any Church in the World 
from the Azoltles days to ours, but what took this courſe, 
Though a!have not uſed the ſame, yet no Church buthave 
uſed me Form or other. And therefore, for any Man to 
ſay, That it is not lawful, or notexpedient, or not ſoedi- 
fying, to uſe a Form of Prayer in the Publick Worſhip of 
God, is to contradict the general ſenſe of Chriſtianity, to 
condemn the Holy Catholick Church; and to make himſelf 
wiſer than all Chriſtians that ever were before him, Which, 
whatſoever it may be thought now, was always heretofore 
reckoned one of the greateſt Sins and Follies that a Man 
could be guilty of. 


Nay, 
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Nay, more than all this too: For this is not only to 
make a Man's ſelf wiſer than all Chriſtians, but wiſer than 
Chriſt himſelf? For it is impoſlible to preſcribe any Form of 
Prayer in more Plain, and expreſs Terms than he hath done 
it, where he faith 5 When ze Pray, ſay, Our Father which 
art in heaven, &c. Luke 11.2. And I hope none here pre- 
ſent but will acknowledge that Chriſt, by whom alone we 
can be edified, knows better what is, or what is not for 
our edification, than we, Or all the Men in the World can 
do. And therefore, ſeeing he hath not only preſcribed a 
Form of Prayer for his Diſciples to uſe, but hath expretly 
commanded them to uſe it, we, who profels our ſclves to be 
pr ne- ought to reſt fully fatisried in our Minds, that 
uſing of a Form of Prayer, is not only lawful, but much 
more for our edifying, than it is poſſible for any other way 
of Praying to be. 

The ſame may be proved alſo from the nature of the 
thing it (elf, by ſuch Arguments, which donot only demon- 
ſtrate that it is ſo, but hkewiſe ſhew how it comes to be ſo. 
For, Firſt,in order to our being edified, ſoas tobe made betrer 
and holier, whenſoever we meet together upon a Religious 
account, it 1s neceſſary that the fame good and holy things 
be always inculcated and preſſed upon us after one and the 
ſame manner. For we cannot but all find'by our own ex- 
perience, how difficultit is tc faſten any thing that is truly 
good, either upon our ſelves or others, and thar it is rarely, 
if ever effected, without frequent repetitions of it. What- 
ſoever good things we hear only once, or now and then, 
though perhaps-upon the hearing of them, they may ſwim 
for a while in our Brains, yet they ſcldom fink down into 
our Hearts, ſo as to move and ſway the Afte&ions, as it isne- 
ceſlary they ſhould do, in order to our being edified by 
them. Whereas, by a Set Form of Publick Devotions 
rightly Compoſed, as we are continually put in mind of 
a 


things neceſlary for us to know or do, fo that it al- 
ways 
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ways done by the ſame words and expreſſions, which by 
their conſtant uſe will imprint the things themſelves ſo firm- 
ly in our minds, that it will be no eafte matter to obliterate 
or race them out; but do what wecan, they will ſtill occur 
upon all occaſions; which cannot but be very much forout 
Chriſtian Edification. 

Moreover, that which conduceth to the quickening our 
Souls, and raifing up our AfﬀecCtionsin our Publick Devoti- 
ons, muſt needs be acknowledged to conduce much to our 
Edification, But it is plain, that as to ſuch purpoſes a Set 
Form of Prayer is an extaaordinary help to us; forif I hear 
another Pray, and know not before-hand what he will ſay, 
I muſt firſt liſten to what - he will fay next 3 then I am to 
conſider, whether what he ſaith be agreeable to Sound Do- 
Arine, and whether it be proper and lawful for me to joyn 
with him in the Petitions he puts up to God Alryighty 
and if I think it is ſo, then I amto do it. But before I can 
well do that, he is got to another thing: By which means 
it is very difficult, if not Morally impoſhble, to joyn with 
him in every thing ſo regular as I ought to do. But by a 
Set Form of Prayer all this trouble 1s prevented ; for ha- 
ving the Form continually in my mind, being thorowly ac- 
quainted with it, fully approving of every thing in it, I 
have nothing elſe to do whillt the words are ſounding in 
mine Ears, but to move my Heart and Aﬀedtions ſuitable 
to them, to raiſe up my deſires of thoſe good things which 
are prayed for, to fixmy mind wholly upon God, whilſt I 
am praiſing of him, and ſo to employ, quicken, and lift 
up my whole Soul in performing my Devotions to him. 
No man that hath been accuſtomed to a Set Form for any 
confiderable time, but may eaſily find this to be true by his 
own experience : And by conſequence, that this way of 
Praying 1s a greater help to us, than they can imagine that 
never made tryal of it. 


To 
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To this may be alſo added, That if we hear another 
praying a Prayer of his own private Compoſition or vo- 
luntary Effufion, our Minds are wholly bound upand con- 
fined to his Words and Expreſtions, and to his Requelis and 
Petitions, be they what they will : So that at the belt we 
can but pray his Prayer. Whereas, when we pray by a 
Form preſcribed by the Church, we pray the Prayers of the 
whole Church we live in, which are common to the Mint- 
ſter and People, to our ſelves, and to all the Members of 
the ſame Church : So that we have all the devout and pious 
Souls that are in it, concurring and joyning with us in them: 
Which cannot ſurely but be more effeGual for the Edifying, 
© not only of our ſelves in particular, but of the Church 1n 
general, than any private Prayer can be. 

Laſtly, In order to our being Edified by our Publick De- 
votions, as it is neceflary that we know before-hand what 
we are to pray for, ſoit is neceſlary that we afterwards 
know what we have prayed for, when we have done: For 
I ſuppoſe you will all grant, that all the good and benefit 
we can receive from our Prayers, is to be Ultimately re- 
folved into God's gracious Hearing, and Anſwering of them : 
Without which, they will all come to nothing. But there 
are two. things required to the obtaining an Anſwer of 
our Prayers: Firſt, That we ſincerely and earneſtly deſire 

ood things at the Hands of God, to which, as I have 

ewn, a Set Form of Prayer conduceth very much : 
And then Secondly, It is required alſo, that we truſt and 
depend upon God for hjs granting of them, according 
to the Promiſes which he hath made unto us in Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. And I verily believe that one great 
Reaſon why Men pray fo often to no purpoſe, is, be- 
cauſe they do not take this courſe: But. when they 
have done their Prayers, they have done with them, and 
concern themſelves no moxe about them, than as if they 
had never prayed at all. But how can we expect _ 
Go 
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God ſhould Anſwer our Prayers, when we ourſelves do not 
mind whether he Anſwers them or no? Nor Believe and 
truſt upon himforit ? For certainly truſting on God, as it 
is one of the higheſt Ads of Rehgion that we can perform, 
ſo it is that which gives Life and Vigor, Vertue and Efficacy 
to our Prayers, without which we have no ground at all to 
expedt they ſhould be Anſwered. For God having promis- 
ſed to Anſwer our Prayers, except we truſt on him for his 
Performance of ſuch Promiſes, we loſe the benefit of them, 
and by conſequence our Prayers too. - And therefore, as 
ever we defire that he ſhould grant us what we pray for, 
when we have direded our Prayers to him, we muſt (till Jook 
»p, Pal. 5. 3. expefting and hoping for the return of 
them. 

Now as this is a thing of greater Conſequence, ſo a Set 
Form of Prayer isa greater help to us in it, then it is com- 
monly. thought to be. For if we: hear another utter a 
Prayer ex texpore, which he never! ſaid, nor we heard 
before, nor ever ſhall doit again, it is much if he himſelf 
can remember the tenth part of what he ſaid: How much 
leſs can we that heard him doit? And if we cannot poſ: 
fibly remember what we prayed for, how is it poſſible for 
us to expect it at the Hands off God ? Or, to depend up- 
on him for it 2 But now it is quite otherwiſe when we uſe 
a Set Form of Prayer. For'by this means when we have 
prayed, we-can recolle& our:ſelves, look over our Prayers 
again, either in a Book, or in our Minds, where they are 
Imprinted 3 we can conſider diftintly what we have asked 
at the Hands of God, and ſo a& our Faith, and Confidence 
on him, for the granting every Petition we haveput up un- 
to him, according to the Promiſes which he hath made us to 
that purpoſe. And as this is the ſureſt way whereby to ob- 
tain what we pray for, it muſt needs be the moſt Edifying 
way of Praying that wecan:poſhbly uſe. 


Theſe 
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Theſe things being duly weighed, I ſhall now take it for 
granted, That the uſing a Form in general in the Publick 
Worſhip of God is agreeable to this Apoſtolical Rule, 
Let all things be done to Edifying; and lo ſhall proceed 
to ſhew that that Form in particular, which our Church 
hath appointed to be uſed upon ſuch Occafions, is (6 
too. For which end it 1s not neceſſary that I ſhould 
run- through every particular Word, Phraſe, or Expreſ: 
fion in the Common- Prayer, much leſs that I ſhould vindi- 
cate and defend it from every little Exception, that Tyno- 
rance or Malice may make againſt ſomething in ir. For no- 
thing ever yet was, or can be faid, or Written, but ſome- 
thing or other may be ſaid, or Written againſt it, cither 
well, or ill. But my buſineſs muſt be to prove, That the 
Form of Divine Service, contained in the Book of Common- 
Prayer, which is now uſed in the Church of Exgland, con- 
duceth ſo much to the Edifying thoſe that ule it, that it 
agrees exatly to the Rule which the Apoſtle here preſcribes 
in that caſe. And'this I ſhall demonſtrate from four Heads. 
I. From the Language. 2. From the Matter, or Subſtanceof 
it. 3. From the Method. And 4. From the Manner of 
Performing it. For if it be Edifying inall theſe Reſpedts, it 
mult needs be acknowledged to be 0 In the whole. There 
being nothing in it but what may be reduced to ſome of 
theſe Heads. 


Firſt, Therefore as to the Language, you all know that 
the whole Service is Performed in Ezgl;h, the Vulgar and 
the Common Language of the Nation, which every one 
underſtands, and ſo may be Edified by it. And this, in- 
deed, is the Ground and Foundation of all the benefit 
that we can poſſibly receive from our Publick Prayers. And 
therefore, in the Church ' of Roe, . the. Common People. 
are made uncapable of being 'Edified by the Prayers of 
the Church, in that . they are all made in Latin, a Lan- 
guage which they do not A So that when they 
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meet to Worſhip God, there are ſeldom any in the Con- 
gregation that knows what is ſaid there, except the Prieſt 
that reads it, and oftentimes not. he neither. By which 
means they have no ſuch thing really amongſt them as Com- 
. mon-Prayer. Neitheris it poſhble for the Common People 
to be ever edificd by what is there ſaid, or done, except they 
could be once convinced by it of the horrible abuſe which 
their Church puts upon them, in-commandingall her Pub- 
lick Devotions to be performed in an unknown Tongue, 
direaly contrary, not only to the Rulein my Text, but to 
the Deſign of this whole Chapter. 

But bleſſed be God for it, it is not ſo with us. Forours 
is truly Common: Prayer, for it is Written, and Readin that 
Language which is common to all the Congregations in the 
the Kingdom, and to every perſon in each Congregation. 
So that all the People of the Land, whatſoever Rank or 
Condition they are of, may joyn together in the uſe of 
every thing that is 1n it, and be joyntly Edified by it : 
Eſpecially, conſidering that it is not only all in Engliſh, but 
in common and plain Engliſh, ſuch as we uſe in our common 
Diſcourſe with one another. There are no unuſual or ob- 
ſolete Words, no hard or uncouth Phraſes in it, but every 
thing is expreſled as clearly and plainly as Words can do it : 
So that the meaneſt perſon in the Congregation that under- 
ſtands but his Mothers Tongue, may be Edified by it, as 
well as the greateſt Scholar. 

But that which is' chiefly to be conſidered in the Lan- 
guage of the Common- Prayer, is, that it is not only common 
but proper too, Though the Words there uſed be all but 
common Words, yet they are ſo uſed that they properly expreſs 
the things that are deſigned by them. This, 1 confeſs, may 
ſeemto be no great matter at firſt ſight, yet itis that with- 
out which we might be ſubverted, by that which was in- 
tended for our Edification. For Impricty of Speech in Mate 
ters in Religion, hath given occaſion to all, or moſt of the 


Schiſms, Errors and Herefies that ever infeſted, this, or an y 
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other Church; as. might eaſily be demonſtrated. Hence 
the Apoſtle gave Timothy, A Form of ſound Words, and 
charged him to hold it faſt - Hold faſt (faith he) the Form 
of ſound Words which thou haſt heard of me, 2 Tim. 1. 13. 
As knowing, that except the Words, whereby he uſually 
exprefled Divine Truths, were ſound and proper, it would 
be impoſhible for his Notions and Opinions of the things 
themſclves to be ſo. And certainly, if ever there was, 
A Form of Sound Words, compoſed by Men fince the Apo- 
ſtles times, our Common- Prayer may juſrly deſerve that Ti- 
tle : It being all made up of ſuch fit, and proper, ſuch 
ſound and wholeſome Words, that if we do but hold faſt 
to them, there is no fear of our falling either into Hereſie, 
or Schiſm, For they, being duly conſidered, will ſuggeſt 
to our Minds, right, and true Apprehenfions of all the Ar» 
ticles of our Chriſtian Religion 3 and ſo not only make us 
ſound, but build us up ſtrong and firm in our moſt Holy 
Faith: So that conſidering the plainneſs and perſpicuity, 
the ſoundneſs and propriety of Speech which is uſed in it, 
the leaſt that can be ſaid of the Common- Prayer, is, that all 
things in it are ſo worded, as is moſt for the edifjing of all 
thoſe that uſe it. 


And as the Words in the Common-Prajer are all as edi- 
fying as Words can be, fo, in the Second place, Is the 
Matter expreſſed by thoſe Words. For there is nothing in 
it, but what is neceſſary for our Edification, and all things 
that are, or can be for our Edification, are plainly in it. 
Firſt, I ſay there is nothing in our Liturgy but what is 
neceſlary for our Edification. There are no ſuch Fables in 
it, or Endleſs Genealogies, which (as the Apoſtle faith) 
Miniſter Queſtions, rather than Godly Edifying, which is 
in Faiths, 1 Timothy 1. 4. There are none of thoſe 
vain Diſputations and impertinent Controverſies, which 


have of late been raiſed in the Church, to its great di- 
ſturbance, 
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ſturbance, rather than its Edification, There are no New 
Opinions, no Airy Speculations in it, which ſerve only to 
tickle Men's Ears, and pleaſe their Fancies, and fo divert 
their Thoughts from what they are about. Look itall over 
without prejudice and partiality, conſider ſeriouſly every 
thing that isin it, and you will find nothing aſſerted, but 


- what is Conſonant to God's Word, nothing Prayed for, but 


according to his Promiſe, nothing required as a Duty, but 
what is agreeable to his Commands, nothing faid or done, 
but what is grave and ſober, ſolemn and ſubſtantial; no» 
thing but what becomes the Worſhip of our Great, and 
Almighty Creator. And therefore, nothing but what we 
may ſore way or other be edified by. 

| And as thereis norhing in it, but what is Edifying, ſo all 
things that are, or can be Edifying are in it. For nothing 
can be neceſſary to Edifieand make usfolid and perfe& Chri- 
ſtians elſe, but what is neceſſary either to be believed, or 
done, or obtained by us. But there 1s nothing neceſlary to 
be krown or believed, but we are taught it 3 nothing neceſ- 
ſary to be done, but we are enjoyned init; nothing neceſ- 
ſary tobe obtained, but we pray for it in our Publick Form 
of Divine Service. 

For firſt, As to thoſe things which are neceſſary to be 
known, or believed, it is acknowledged by all Proteſtants, 
that they are fully contained in the Holy Scriptures, which 
make a great, if not the greateſt part of our Divine Ser- 
vice 3 and are conſtantly read over, the Palms once every 


Month, the Old Teſtament once, and.the New thrice eve- 


ry Year. And all the Fundamental Articles of our Chri- 
ſtian Faith, revealed in the, Holy Scriptures, being briefly 
ſummed up in the Apoſtles Creed 3 that we, may be ſure. 
to keep them always in our Minds, we have. that Creed 
read and , repeated, always once, and moſt , commonly. 
twice every day in the Year, And ſeeing che Godhead 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, the Foundation. of our whole 
Religion, hath been, and ſtill is denied by ſome, leſt 

We 
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we ſhould be led away with the Error of the Wicked, eve- 
ry Sundy; and Holy-day we read the Nicene Creed, where- 
in the Godhead both of the Son and Holy Ghoſt is aflerted 
and explained. And that we may not entertain any Erro- 
neous Opinions concerning the moſt Holy Trinity, or the 
Incarnation of the Son of God, but keep the true Catho- 
lick Faith whole, and undefiled, upon certain days every 
Year we read that which is commonly called the Creed of 
St. Athanaſius, wherein thoſe great Myl(terics are unfolded 
in the moſt proper and perſpicuous terms that they are ca- 
le of. 

F And as all things neceſſary to be believed are ſummarily 
contained in the Three Creeds, ſo they are frequently ex- 
plained in theother parts of our Liturgy - In ſo much; that it 
would be eaſie to frame a compleat Body of Divinity out of 
the Words there uſed : At leaſt of all, ſuch things as are 
needful for any Man in the World to believe or know, in 
order to his Eternal Salvation. 

The ſame may be ſaid alſo of all thoſe things, which we 
ought to do. For,as we here do whatſoever is neceſſary to be 
done in order to our Worſhip of God in this place, ſo we 
are here taught whatſoever is neceſlary to be learnt in or- 
der to our (ſerving God in all other places. £o that no Man 
that frequents our Publick Congregations, where the Com- 
mon- Prayer is uſed, can ever plead Ignorance of any one 
duty whatſoever : For, if it be not his own fault, he may 
there be inſtructed in every thing which he that made him 
requires of him. For here, as I obſerved before, wecon- 
ſtantly read the Holy Scripture, which, as the Apoſtle faith, 
1s profitable Fu Dodrine, for Reproof, for Corre@ion, for In- 
flratfion in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God may be perfed, 
throngbly infiruGed unto all good Works, 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. 
And ſeeing it hath pleaſed the moſt high God to Comprilſe 
his whole Will, and by conſequence our Duty, in the Ter 
Commandments, hence we read them conſtantly every Sun- 


' day and Holy-day throughout the whole Year. By which 
means 
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means every one, that doth not wiltully ſhut his Eyes, may 
clearly ſee, and fully underſtand his whole Duty both to 
God and Man. Eſpecially conſidering, that in Prayers 
themſelves alſo there is frequent mention made of all thoſe 
Vices which ought to be avoided, and of all thoſe Good 
Works which ought to be performed by us. So that we 
can never come to Chuich, but we are ftill put in mind, 
both of what we ought, and what we orght net to do, that 
we may be ſaved. 

And then, as there is nothing neceſſary to be kyown, or 
done, but we are taught itz ſo neitheris there any thing ne- 
ceſlary to be obtained to make us either holy, or happy, but 
we pray for it in the Common-Prayer. For here we have 
the Lord's Prayer, a Prayer compoſed by Wiidom it felf ; 
and therefore it muſt needs be the moſt perfect and Divine 
Prayer that ever was made. Neither do we uſe it only 
once, but in every diſtin& Service of the Church, in our 
Prayers, before we read the Holy Scripture: And in our 
Prayers after : Towards the end of the Litany, and in the 
beginning of the Communion Service, and in every Office 
of the Church beſides. And the Reaſon is, becauſe although 
our Saviour hath not forbidden us to uſe any other Pray- 
ers, yet he hath expreſly commanded us to fay this, when- 
ſ{oever we pray. And therefore, in obedience to his Com- 


'mand, our Church hath wiſely ordered, That in all, and 


every Solemn Addreſs that we make to the moſt high God, 
we always ſay this Prayer, leaſt otherwiſe, by our tranſ- 
greſſion of his Command, in omitting this, we make all our 
other Prayers to be ineffectual. And beſides, by the con» 
ſtant uſe of this amongſt our other Prayers, we are always 
ſure to uſe one Prayer, both abſolutely perfe& in its ſelf, 
and moſt acceptable unto him, to whom we pray ; it be- 
ing a Prayer of his own Compoſure : So that we ſpeak un- 


.to God in his own Words, and ſo may be confident that we 


— — of him, but exactly according to his own 


And 
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And though all things neceſſary for us, be vertually con- 
tained in'the Lord's Prayer, yet our Church in Conformity 
ro the” Catholick and Apoſtolical, 'hath thought good to 
add ſome other Priyers iti which the fatne things are more 
particularly expreſſed and deſired at the Hands of our great 
and: moſt Bountiful BeriefaRtor. Al Which are fo contri- 
ved; that there is nothing evil,” or hnreful f9r us, but we 
pray againſt it; nothing good, 'or uſa} but we pray for 
it. There is 16 Vice, 'vt Laſt; bit wt defite it may be ſub- 
dued under us; ti6/ Gtace or Yertut,” but we pray it tay 
be planted and grow'in us. Tn ſb nitieh, that if ,we do but 
conſtantly and flncerely pray over yo thoſe Prayers, and 
ſtedfaſtly believe abdrſt h-Ood r "His Anſiyering of 
them, and ſo obtain what we there pray for; we cannot 
but be -as-real-and true'Sainrs, ' as happy and blelſed Crea- 
tures, as it is poſſible for us to be in this Wotld, ' Neither 
do we here pray for our ſelvesbrily, bur atecordwe tothe 
Apoſtles Advice, we make ——_— Prayers, Interceſſt- 
0nr,and givmy of Thanks for all Men'; yea, for our very Enc« 
mies, as our Yaviour hath commanded us, Marth. 5. 44. 
And what can be defired more than all this, to make the 
Matter of the Common- Prayer Edifying either to aur ſelye 
or othets'? Nothing certaſtiy but truth 164 Gocetity of 
Heart in the ufing of it. | 2 | 
I cahriot 'paſs From this Head, ' before I. have..obſeryed 
one thing more unto you, concertiing the Prayers in ge- 
nera), and that is, _—_— are not carried on 1n one con- 
tinued Diſe6urſe, but( divided into” wahy ſhort Prayers, 
or Colledts, ſach as that is which our Lord him(clf, Com: 
poſed 3 and that might be one'Reaſon, wherefore our 
Chatch ſo ordeted it, that fo ſhe aglt Now our Lord's 
Example init,” who beſt knew what kind of Prayers were 
firteſt forVu3 to. uf" And indeed, we caahot bit all find, 
by our! own expettence, 'Bow UiMculr it is to; keep our 
Minds long” inttht uport aby —_ tnucly” more upon 
. ſo 
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ſo great things as the Obje& and Subjetts of our Prayers 
are , but do what we can we are ſtill liable ro diſtractions : 
So that there is a kind of neceffity to break off ſometimes, 
to give our ſelves a breathing time, that our Thoughts be- 
ing looſned for a while, they may with more eaſe, and leſs 
danger of diſtraCQtion, - be tied up again, as it is neceſlary 
they ſh6uld be all the while that we are aCtually Praying to 
the Supream Beipg of the World. | 
- - Beſides that, in,order to the Performing our Devotions 
aright to the moſt High God, it is neceſlary that our Souls 
be poſſeſſed all along with due (_ Samy ans of his great- 
neſs and glory. To which purpoſe our ſhort Prayers con- 
tribute very.much; For every one of them beginning with 
fome of the Properties or PerfeQtions of God, and ſo ſugge- 
ſting to our Minds right apprehenſcons of him at firſt, it is 
eaſie to. preſerve them in our Minds during. the ſpace of a 
ſhort Prayer, which in a long one would be apt ro ſcattex 
and vaniſh away. | ” 1 
But that which I look upon as one of the principal Rea- 
ſons, why our publick Devotions zre, and ſhould be divi- 
ded into ſhort Colleds, is this, Our Blefed. Saviour, we 
know, hath often told us, That whatſoever we ask in his 


Name, we ſhall receive : And ſo hath direQed us in all our 


Prayers to make uſe of his Name, and to ask nothing but 
upon the account of his Merit and Mediation for us: upon 
which, all our hopes and expeQations from God do wholly 
and folely depend. Hence therefore, (as it always was, fo) 
it cannot but be judged neceſlary, that the Name of 
Chriſt be frequently inſerted in our Prayers, that ſo we 
may lift up our hearts unto him, and A& our Faith upon 
him for our obtaining the good things we pray for. And ſo 
we (ce it is jn the Common-Prajer, for whatſoever it is we 
Aik of God, we preſently add, Through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, or ſomething to that purpoſe. And fo ask. nothing 
but according to our Lord's NireCion, eyen in. his Name. 

And. 
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And this is the reaſon that makes our Prayers ſo ſhort ; 
for take away the Conclufion of every Collett or Prayer, 
In the Name of Chriſt, and you may joyn them all together, 
and make them but as one continued Prayer. But this 
would be to offer manifeſt violence ta the Prayers, by ta- 
king away that which gives them all their Force and Ener- 
gy, and ſo making them ineffefual to. the purpoſes for 
which they are uſed. For certainly the Aring all things in 
the Name of Chriſt, as we do in the Common- Prayer, is the 
only way whereby to obrain what we deſire, and by con- 
ſequence, the moſt Edifying Way of Prayingin the World. 


The next thing to be Confidered in the Common: Prayer, 
is the Method,: which is admirable, and as Edifying, if poſli- 
ble, as the Matter it ſelf. This nonecan deny that doth but 
fully underſtand, and ſeriouſly confider of it. Which there- 
fore, that you may all do, I ſhall briefly run through the 
whole, and give you what light I can into it, that you 
may clearly ſee, not only the Reaſonableneſs, but the Ex- 
cellency of it all along. For which purpoſe, I ſhall inſtance 
only in ſuch things which offer themſelves at firſt hght, to 
ay one that doth'but caſt his Eye upon it. . 74% 

Let -us' therefore ſuppoſe a Congregation of ſober, and 
devout Chriſtians (ſach as we all ſhould be) met toge- 
ther to perform their Publick Devotions to Almighty 
God ; every one of which hath lift up his Heart privately 
unto him already, imploring his Aid and Aſſiſtance in the 
Performance of ſo great a Work, and ſo are now already 
to ſet about it. - The firſt thing we do, is to read ſome 
Sentences of Holy Scripture, that ſo we may begin our 
Devotions unto God in his own Words. And they are all 
ſuch Sextences. as' put us in mind of our ſins againſt him, 
and of his Promiſe to pardon thern if we do repent: That 
ſo we may -preſent and carry, our ſelves with that Reve- 
rence and Godly Fear before him, as beco meth _ 
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who are ſenſible of their own vileneſs and unwarthinels to 
approggh o great q Majeſty ; ; And likewiſe, . with that Fgith 
humble Conhgence,. v hich | Fecometh thale who' be- 
Kiye: that he, upononrRepentance, will pardon our fins, 
and accept both our Perſons, and Performances, Keording- 
ro thePromiſes whic| heath made unto us. 

Then follows 2 gra ave Ba on concerning the End of: 
our preſent Alembling hi which.is a great. ule, and :ought- 
neyet to be mitted. -, For Men generally are-apttoruſh in; 
to the Preſence of God, without: ever conſidering what 
they go about, Whereas, this Exhqrtetioy puts.us uponcon- 
fidering the greatneſs of the Work which we arenow inga- 
ged in, and (O 8PPR compel , ng Thou No and, prepa- 
riag- oyr felves ef the due pertarmance 

+ Has Minds of thus brought aback 12 Home and 
temper for it, we all, -both Miniſter and, People, proſtrate 
our ſelves before t : moſt High God, Ganſel/ng upon our 
Khices the anifold Insagd Wicke els. thas, we !haye-com- 
mitted'againſt him. ; Which, Corfeſſzon,, is ſp, cantrived; that: 
alf, and a, ove  inany. Congregation, whatſoever, may 

joyn in it. For it ryns 10 general 16rm.,. And F6t. 7 t9Q, 
thatevery particular Ares DAY. 28; 0ught : 4: his. own 


Mind to Fonſels, and pe Foe! ledge. big awa ling: whish he 


knows hinſe yet, ap As wheye, weifays, We bags. 
s t undane thoſe Fo T4 ought to, have dane, and we 
0 in th ofe, the oh wh be, we: ought yot to hqve done. | At; 
the auld, cal Ty Mey kay —_— 
ity: Dang” wi Al BG ka! tO NAaVE, Omytte 
and s whe Vices he kn nook himflf, to have committed, -and 
confels them nds "BY unto Gog,, . And/when. we have 
thus confelleg. our! rf Pam WE Preetl implare his 


Mercy, i in the pardon of hen, ap US SY Waktor the 
Winks Ik forſaketheme:. ct. Kos Lo b 

whilſt we pA Po 9 q A ot 
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Miniſter ſtands up, and in the Name of God, declares, and 
pronounceth to all thoſe who truly repent, and unfeigned- | 
ly believe his Goſpel, The Abſolution and Remiſſion of all ' 
their ſins. Which though ſpoken alſo in general terms, yet 
every particular Perſon there preſent, ought to apply it to 

himſelf, fo as to be fully perſwaded in his own mind, that | 
if he doth but fincerely repent, and believe the Goſpel, he | 
is perfeftly abſolved from all his fins by God himſelf, ac- E 
cording to the Promiſes which he hath made to Mankindin 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. by 
And now looking upon our ſelves as abſolved from our i 

fins, upon our Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, and by F 

conſequence, as, reconciled to God, we take the bold- h 


neſs to call him Father, humbly Addrefling our ſelves to 

him in that Divine Form of Prayer which he himſelf hath f 

given us. Which done, we lift up our Hearts and Voices { 

unto God, for his Aſſiſtance of us in what we do, in the 

Words of David, the Miniſter crying out, O Lord open 

thou our Lips, and the People anſwering, And our Months 
- ſhall ſhew forth thy Praiſe. The Minifter again, © God 7 

makg ſpeed to fave ws, the People, O Lord make haſte to "Wh 

help us.” And then immediately we all lift up our Bodies & 

too; ſtand upon our Feet, and fo put our ſelves into a 

poſture of Praifing and ' Magnifying the Eternal God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for his infinite Goodneſs 

and Mercy towards us 3 for which purpoſe rhe Miniſter 

firſt: faith, or ſings the Gloria. Patri, Glory be. to. the 

Father, and. to-the, Soy, 4nd' to the Holy Ghoſt 5 akd the 

People to fhew their 'conlent, Anſwer, As it 'was. in the 

Beginning, is now, aud ever ſhall be, World without end. 

Amen.” But not thinking, this to be enough, the Mini-- 

ſer | calls upoii' the Peopte "again, faying, Praiſe _ ze the 

Eard; and the People again, The Lord's Ne me, be praiſed 5, 

and then we ' go 'on to praiſe him together, ſaying, or 

finging the Ninety Fifth Pſalm, Verite exultemis Domino, 


- 
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O come let us ſing unto the Lord, let us heartily rejoice in the 
flrength of our Salvation, &c. And ſoproceed tothe Pſalms 
F appointed for the day. After every one of which, to te- 
| ſtite our Belicf in the moſt Sacred Trinity, and our ac- 
| knowledgment of that infinite Love and Goodneſs, which 
every one of thoſe Divine Perſons hath manifeſted to us, 
we repeat that incomparable Hymn, Glory be to the Fa- 
ther, &c. 

Our Hearts being thus raiſcd up to God in ond 
Admiring of him, we are now in a fit temper and diſpoſi- 
tion to hear what he ſhall ſpeak unto us. And therefore, 
have a Chapter read out of the O/d Teſtament ; and that in 
its ordinary courſe, except upon Sundays and Holy-days, 
when more People attending the Publick Worſhip of God, 
than can conveniently come upon other days, we read ſome 
ſele&t Chapter proper for the day, and ſuch as is judged 
moſt edifying to all that are there preſent. And having thus 
heard God ſpeaking unto us in his Holy Word, we pre- 
ſently fall upon Praifing of him again, for ſo unſpeakable a 
mercy, ſaying, or ſinging in the Morning, the Te Den, 
one of the moſt Heavenly and Seraphick Hymns that was 
ever Compoſed by Men : Or elſe, the Song of the three Chil- 
dren, which is nothing but a Paraphraſe upon that which 
David ſang ſo often upon Earth, and which the Holy An- 
gels fing continually in Heaven, even Halelujah, Praiſe ye 
the Lord, Wherein we being all ſenſible how far ſhort we 
our ſelves come of Praifing God ſufficiently, we call upon 
all the Creatures in the World to do it,. Bleſs ye the Lord, 
praiſe bim and magnifie him for ever. In the Afternoon, we 
ting either the Magnificat, or elſe the Ninety Eighth Pſalm, 
both which being taken out of God's own Word, cannot 
but be very plealing and acceptable unto him. 

After this,our Souls being got upon the Wing again, and 
foaring aloft in the Contemplation of the Divine Perfetti- 
ons, we are now rightly qualified, to hear FEY the 

Sublime 
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Sublime Myſteries of the Goſpel. And therefore have a 
Chapter read to usout of the New Teftament. After which 
we being revived with the good Tydings of the Goſpel, 
and filled with admiration at the infinite Goodneſs of God 
therein revealed to us, we break forth again into Praiſiog 
and Adoring of him, in the Song of Zacharias, or elſe the 
Hundred P/a/zmrin the Morning 3 and at Evening, either the 
Sixty Seventh Pſal-r, or elſe the Song of Old Simeon, (till 
concluding with the Gloria Patri. 

Now having thus heard ſome part of the Word of God 
read to us, and expreſled our thankfulnefs unto him for it, 
to. ſignifie our Aſlent, . not only to what we have heard, but 
to the whole Scripture, we all with one Heart and Voice 


Repeat the Apoſiles Creed, wherein the Sum and Subſtanca. 


of it is contained. And fo profeſs our (elves to continue in 
the Number of Chriſt's Diſciples, and that as we were at 
firſt Baptized, ſo we (till believe in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, God Bleſſed for evermore. 
Hitherto we have been moſtly taken up with Confeſling 
our fins. to God, imploring his Mercy in the Pardon of 
them, hearing his moſt Holy Word, acknowledging his 
Goodneſs to us, and prailing. and magnifying his Name for 


' it. By which means, except we have been extreamly. 


wanting to our ſelves, our Hearts tannot but be fo u- 
nited and fixed upon God, that we are now rightly. dif- 
poſed to- make known our Waats,' and preſent our Peti- 
tions before him. This therefore 1s the next thing we ſet 
upon: But ſeeing that: neither Miniſter nor People .can 
poſſibly do it aright without the Aſſiſtance of. Gad himſelf, 
therefore each of them firſt pray for his ſpecial Preſence 
with the other. The one ſaying, The Lord be with you, 
the other, And with thy Spirit. And then. immediately: 
falling down upor' our Knees, we Adore and Supplicate- 
each Perſon of the moſt Bleſſed Trinity to have mercy 


upon us,, Lord have mercy.upon ws, Chriſt haue mercy yo 
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| Lord haze mercy upon #5. After which we Addreſs our ſelves 


to God in_the Words that he hath put into our Mouths, 
ſaying ihe Lord's Prayer 3 which ended, the Miniſter and 
People, by turns, lift up their Hearts to God in ſomeſhort, 
and Heavenly Ejaculations, ſtriving as it were to outvy 
each other in prevailing with the Almighty to pour down 
his Bleſſings upon. us. And then, in an humble, and 6+ 
lemn manner, we joyn together in ſupplicating his Divine 
Majeſty for his Grace and Favour, his Deferice atd Pro+ 
tection, his Mercy and Blefling, for our ſelves, for the 
King, for the Royal Family, for his Church, and for all 
Mankind. And thus we do ordinarily in the Colle@s ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe. But upon Wedneſdays, and Fris 
days, (upon which days the Primitive Church uſed to pet- 
form more than their ordinary Devotions) as alſo upon the 
Lord's Day in the Morning, we do it in the Litary, and in 


ſuch a Litany as comprehends all, and every thing that 'we 


cart ever need to defire of Almighty God, eithet for out 
ſelves or others. | 
After this, upon Sundays and Holy-days, we proceed to 
the Communion Service: And therefore, approaching to 
the Lord's Table, we. begin it with his own Prayer: 
And after another ſhort Prayer. to God to cKkatife the 
Thoughts of our Heart, by the Inſpiration of his Holy $pi- 
rit, we read the Ten Commandments, which he hath enjoyn« 
ed us to obſerve; and after every Comtmaridment 'we 
ask God Mercy for our Tranſpreſſions thereof, for the titne 
paſt, and Grace to keep the ſame for the time to come? 
ſaying, Lord have mercy upon ws, and incline our Hearts to 
ep this Law. And then, after a Prayer for the King 
and the Collect for the day, we read the Fpiftle and 
Goſpel, that is, moſt commonly, a ſhort Paragraph taker 
out of the Canonical. Epiſtles, and another-our'of ore of 
the Holy Goſpels, which was the Ancient 'Way of Read- 
ing the Scripture, before it was divided into Chaptets. 
| | And 
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And we do it now to prepare us the better for the Commu- | 
nion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, therein revealed to þ- 
us. But ſceing we neither do, nor can read over the whole, 
we repeat the ſubſtance of it in the Nicene Creed, which it 
1s very neceſſary we ſhould do at this time, that ſo we may | 
demonſtrate our ſelvesto be Chriſtians, and fo capable of re- 

. ceiving the moſt Holy Communion. c 
He that all this while hath employed himſelf as he 
ought todo in the Service of our Church, cannot but find. 
himſelf ſtrangely edified by it. Yet howſoever, that no- ( 
thing may be wanting that may any way conduce to our 
Edification, after the Nicene Creed, our Church hath ap- [ 
pointed a' Sermon to be Preached, which if ſound, plain 
| and praQtical, as it ought to be, cannot bit be very Edify- 
ing too. 
And now we may be well ſuppoſed to be fo far Edified, 
as to be-raiſed up to the higheſt pitch of Devotion that 
wecan arrive at in this World, and ſo are fit to be admit- 
ted to the higheſt Ordinance of the Church,: the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. And therefore, we now be» 
take our ſelves to it. But that we may not appear be- 
fore our Lord Empty, we firſt offer up ſomething to him 
of what he hath beſtowed upon us, to be diſpoſed of to Pi- 
ous and Charitable uſes ; teſtifying thereby our Acknow- 4 
ledgment of his Goodneſs to us, and that we have no- £ 
thing but what we receive from him. And to excite and tl 
encourage us todo this, all the while that we are offering, i! 
we have ſome ſele& Sentences of Scripture Read to us, | 


be wherein God either Commands us to be Charitable, or elſe ; 
promiſeth a Bleſſing to thoſe that are ſo. And then we i 
Pray for Chriſt's whole Church Militant here on Earth, where- * 
by we profeſs our ſelves to be real Members of it, and th 


deſirous to hold Communion with it in Chriſt's Myſtical 
Body and Blood. And fo we proceed to the Celebratt- 
on of it - in which the Method is fo clear, ſo apparently oh 
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Edifying, that I need not ſay any thing of it, But ſhall on- 
ly obſerve two things in General cancerning it. 

Firſt, That the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, being 
the higheſt Myſtery in all our Religion, as Repreſcnting 
the Death of the Son of God to us, hence, that place where 
this Sacrament is Adminiſtred, was always made and re pu- 
ted the higheſt place in the Church. And therefore alfs, it 
was want to be ſeparated from the re(t of the Church by 
a Skreen of Net work, in Latine Carncefi, and that fo 
generally, that from thence the Place its ſelf 1s called the 
Chancel. That this was Anciently obferved tin the Build- 
ing of all confiderable Churches (for I ſpeak not of private 
Oratories or Chappeh) within few Centuries after the A- 
poltles themſelves, even in the days of Conſtantine the 
Great, as well as in all Ages fince, I could eaſily De- 
monſtrate from the Records of thoſe times. But having 
purpoſely waved Antiquity hitherto, I am loath to trouble 
you with it now. But I mention it at preſent, only becauſe 
ſome perhaps may wonder why this ſhould be obſerved in 
our Church, rather than in all the other Churches which 
have been lately Baile in this City. Whereas, they thauld 
rath2r wonder why it was not obferved 1n all other as well 
as this. For beſides, our Obligations to conform as much 
as may be to the Practice of the Univerſal Church, and te a- 
void Novelty and Singularity 1 all things relating to the 
Workhipof God; it cannot be ealily imagin'd that the Ca- 
tholick Churchin all Ages, and Places for r3 or 1400 years 
together, ſhould obſerve ſuch a Cuftom as this, except there 
were great Reaſons for it. 

What thzy were, it is not neceſlary for us to enquire 
now. [It may be ſufficient to obſerve at preſent, that the 
Chancel in our 'Chriſtian Churches, was always looked 
upon as anſwering to the Holy of Holies m the Femple, 
which, you. know, was ſeparated from the SanQtuary or 
| Body of the Temple, by the Command of God himfelf. 
| And: 
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And that this place being appropiated to the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, it ought to be 1o contrived, as many be 
moſt convenient for thoſe who are to partake of that Bleſ- 
ſed Ordinance, But it muſt needs be more convenient for 
thoſe who are to enjoy Communion with Chriſt, and in him 
with one another, in this holy Sacramevt, to meet together, 
as one body, in one place ſeparated for that purpoſe, than 
to be diſperſed, as otherwiſe they would be 5 ſome in one 
and ſome in another part of the Church, Or in ſhort, it 
is much better for the place to be ſeparated, than the 
Pegpee, wi | 

Furthermore, it is not only convenient, but in ſome ſenſe 
neceſlary, for every Communicant to obſerve and take ſpe- 
cial notice of the ſeveral Circumſtances which our Lord hath 
ordained to be uſed in this Sacrament, as the Breaking of the 
Bread, and the Conſecrating both that and the Wine, to re- 
preſent his Death, the breaking of his Body, and the ſhed- 
ding of his Blood for our fins; that ſo our hearts may be the 
more affeqed with it, and by conſequence, our Souls more 
edified by it. But this cannot be fo well done, except there 
be a place ſet apart for it : where they may all be placed, a- 
bout or near to the Communion-Table, and fo behold what 
is there done at the Conſecration of the Elements. Hence 
alſo it is, that the Seats there, are, and ought to be {o order- 
ed, that all that are in them may (tll look that way, and 
contemplate upon their Bleſſed Saviour, there evidently ſer 
forth as Crucifted for them. 

The other thing that I would obſerve unto you concern- 
ing the Holy Communion, is this, that our Church re- 
quireth, or at leaſt ſuppoſeth it to be Adminiſtred every 
Lord's day, and every Holy-day throughout the year , 
as it was in the Primitive Church. . For that is the reaſon 
that the Communion Service is appointed to be uſed upon 
all ſuch days, and: co be read at the. Communion Table, 
that ſo the Miniſter may _ ready to Admiriſter it 

2 unto 
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unto all that defire to partake of it: Which ſhews the 
great care that our Church hath of all her Members, thae 
they might be edified and confirmed in the Faith. To 
which, nothing contributes more than frequent Commy- 
nion at our Lord's Table. Which if People could once 
be perſwaded to, they would ſoon find greater benefir 
by it, than I can expreſs, or they themſelves, till then 
imagine. I ſhall ſay no more of it at preſent, but only 
this, That I am fo ſenſible of what I now ſay, that 
could I be ſure to have a ſufficient number of Commu- 
nicants, . I ſhould be heartily glad to Adminiſter this Ho- 
ly Sacrament every Lord's Day, both for their ſakes, 


and my own too. 


Thus I have given you a ſhort Scheme of that excellent 
Method wherein our Divine Service is performed : which 
whoſoever rightly confiders, will need no other Argument 
to convince him, that it is according to the Apoltle's Rule, 
very Edifjing indeed. The laſt thing to be conſidered in it, 
is the Manner of its Perſormance ; by which I mean only the 
feveral poſtures of-the Body, as ſianding and kneeling, which 
are uſed in it 3 for they alſo are done to Edifjing. 

While we ſay or ſing the Hymns and Pſalms to the Praiſe 
and Glory of God, we ſtand up, not only to fignifie, but 
to-excite the Elevation of: our minds at that time, For as 
on the one hand, if our Souls be really lift up in the prai- 
ſes of God, our Bodies will naturally lift up themfelves to 
accompany them, as far as they can towards Heaven 3 fo 
on the other hand, the raiſing up of our Bodies helps to- 
wards the raiſing-up of our Souls too, by putting us in mind 
of that. high and heavenly work we are now about, where- 
in according to our. weak Capacities, we joyn With the 
Quire of Heaven in praiſing God now, as:we hope to do 
it for evermore. - For this cauſe we ſtand at the Creeds, for 
they being Confeſſions of our Faith in God, as ſuch, they 

come 


of the Common-Prayer. 29 


come under the proper Notions of Hymns or Songs of praiſe 
to him. All our praifing God being really nothing elfe but 
our Confeſſing and Acknowledging him to be what he is in 
himſcIf and to us And beſidesthat, by our ſtanding both 
at the Creeds and Goſpels, we ſignifie our aflent unto them, 
and our readineſs to defend them, to the utmoſt of our pow- 
er againſt al! oppoſition whatſoever. And as for theGoſpels 
particularly, they contain the very As which our Lord 
did, and the very Words which he ſpake when he was up- 
on Earth, and therefore, we who profeſs him to be our Lord 
and Maſter, cannot ſurely but ſtand up, when we hear him 
ſpeaking, and liſten diligently to thoſe gracious words which 
proceeded out of his Divine Mouth. 

And as when we praiſe God, we raiſe up our ſelves as high 
as we can towards Heaven, ſo when we pray unto him, we 
fall down as low as we can towards the Earth, not daring 
to preſent our ſupplications to the abſolute Monarch of the 
whole World, any other ways than xpor oxr kerees. Which 
is ſo proper, fo natural a poſture of Supplicants, that if 'all 


Men would but duly conſider what they do when they pray 


to Almighty God, the Church need never have command- 
ed them to kneel at that time. For they could not chuſe 
but do it : No; not although the place where they are 
ſhould ſeem never ſo inconvenient for it, For we find our 
bleſſed Saviour himſelf kneeling at his Prayer in the Garden, 
upon the bare ground, Lxke 22.41. and St. Paul upon the 
Sea-ſhore, where he couldihave no other Cuſhion but Stones 
or- Sand, AFs 21. 5. Howloever, To take off all thoſe lit- 
tle Excuſes that men are apt to make for themſelves in this 
caſe, the Seats in this Church are fo diſpoſed, and all things 
ſo prepared in them, that there can be no inconvenience at 
allin it, but rather all the conveniences for kneeling.that can 
be defired. - And therefore, if any of you ſhall yet negle& 
to &neel, while the Prayers read, they will give us too much 


cauſe to-call their Religion into Queſtion, or toſuſpet they 
me have 
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unto all that defire to partake of it: Which ſhews the 
great care that our Church hath of all her Members, thar 
they might be edified and confirmed in the Faith. To 
which, nothing contributes more than frequent Commy- 
nion at our Lord's Table. Which if People could once 
be perſwaded to, they would ſoon find greater benefit 
by it, than I can expreſs, or they themſelves, till then 
imagine. I ſhall ſay no more of it at preſent, but only 
this, That I am fo ſenſible of what I now ſay, that 
could I be ſure to have a ſufficient number of Commu- 
nicants, - I ſhould be heartily glad. to Adminiſter this Ho- 
Iy Sacrament every Lord's Day, both for their ſakes, 
and my own too. 


Thus I have given you a ſhort Scheme of that excellent 
Method wherein our Divine Service is performed : which 
whoſoever rightly confiders, will need no other Argument 
to convince him, that it is according to the Apolile's Rule, 
very Edifjing indeed. The laſt thing to be conſidered in it, 
is the Manner of its Performance ; by which I mean only the 
feveral poſtures of-the Body, as ſtanding and kneeling, which 
are uſed in it 3 for they alſo are done to Edifying. 

While we ſay or ſing the Hymns and Pſalms to the Praiſe 
and Glory of God, we ſtand up, not only to fignifie, but 
to-excite the Elevation of- our minds at that time. For as 
on the one hand, if our Souls be really lift up in the prai- 
ſes of God, our Bodies will naturally lift up themſelves to 
accompany them, as far as they can towards Heaven ; fo 
on the other hand, the raiſing up of our Bodies helps to- 
wards the raiſing-up of our Souls too, by putting us in mind 
of that-high and heavenly work we are now about, where- 
in according to our. weak Capacities, we joyn with the 
Quire of Heaven in praiſing God now, as:we hope to do 
it for evermore. - For this cauſe we ſtand at the Creeds, for 
they being Confeſſions of our Faith in God, as ſuch, they 
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come under the proper Notions of Hymns or Songs of praiſe 
to him. All our praifing God being really nothing elfe but 
our Confeſſing and Acknowledging him to be what he is in 
himſcIf and to us And beſides that, by our ſtanding both 
at the Creeds and Goſpels, we ſignifie our aflent unto them, 
and our readineſs to defend them, to the utmoſt of our pow- 
er againſt all! oppoſition whatſoever. And as for theGoſpels 
particularly, they contain the very Aﬀs which our Lord 
did, and the very Words which he ſpake when he was up- 
en Earth, and therefore, we who profeſs him to be our Lord 
and Maſter, cannot ſurely but ſtand vp, when we hear him 
ſpeaking, and liſten diligently to thoſe gracious words which 
proceeded out of his Divine Mouth. 

And as when we praiſe God, we raiſe up our ſelves as high 
as we can towards Heaven, ſo when we pray unto him, we 
fall down as low as we can towards the Earth, not daring 
to preſent our ſupplications to the abſolute Monarch of the 
whole World, any other ways than por our krees. Which 
is ſo proper, ſo natural a poſture of Supplicants, that if 'all 
Men would but duly conſider what they do when they pray 
to Almighty God, the Church need never have command- 
ed them to kneel at that time. For they could not chuſe 
but do it : No; not although the place where they are 
ſhould ſeem never ſo inconvenient for it, For we find our 
bleſſed Saviour himſelf reeling at his Prayer in the Garden, 
upon the bare ground, Lyxke 22.41. and St. Paul upon the 
Sea-ſhore, where he could have no other Cuſhion but Stones 
or- Sand, AFs 21. 5. Howlſoever, To take off all thoſe lit- ' 
tle Excuſes that men are apt to make for themſelves in this 
caſe, the Seats in this Church are fo diſpoſed, and all things 
ſo prepared in them, that there can be no inconvenience at 
allin it, but rather al! the conveniences for kneeling.that can 
be defired. - And therefore, if any of you ſhall yet neglect 
to &neel, while the Prayers read, they will give us too much 


cauſe to-call their Religion into Queſtion, or toſuſpet = 
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have none at all, For if they bad, they durſt not, they 
could not offer ſuch a manifeſt atfront to the great Crea- 
tor of the World, as to carry themſelves no otherwile 
while they pray to him, than as if they were converfing 
with their fc]llow Creatures. But why do I ſpeak of their 


' praying unto God? lt is too much to be feared, they do 
Tot pray at all, nor come to Church for any better purpoſe 


than only to fee and: be ſeen. I am ſure they perform 
no Ac of External Worſhip. or Adoration unto God, 
nor ſhew him that reſpe@ and reverence which is due unto 
him3 and fo give very great offetice to all pious and devout 
Chriſtians. 

Whereas, if all and every Perſon in the Congregation, 
would always be upon their knees, while they put up 
their petitions to the molt high God, what a mighty ad- 
vantage would this be, not only to every one in pars 
ticular, but to the whole Congregation in general ? For 
as every one would by this means keep his heart more ſted- 
faſt in the true fear and dread of God, and likewiſe more 
certainly obtain the good things he prays for, as the Fa- 
thers frequently aſſert : ſo the whole Congregation alſo, 
would be very much Edified by it. For by this means we 
ſhould excite and inflame each other's Devotions, confirm 
and ſtrengthen one another's Faith, and convince both our 
ſelves and all that ſee us, that Religion is indeed a ſerious 
thing; and that we believe it to be ſo, by our ſerving 
God with ſo much reverence and godly fear, as this hum- 
ble poſture repreſenteth. And therefore, as you tender the* 
love of God, the credit of Religion, or the ſalvation of 
your own Souls, I beſeech you all in the Name of him 
that made you, that whenſoever you come hither to pray 
unto him, you do it in that awful, lowly, and ſolemn man- 
ner, which our Church commandeth, and as becometh 
Creatures, when you ſpeak to your great and almighty 
Creator 3 that ſo you may give true worſhip and honour 

unto 
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unto him, and alſo receive that benefit and edification 
to your ſelves which he hath promiſed, and you expe from 
your Publick Prayers. This being certainly the moſt E- 
difying poſture that you can poſhbly uſe upon ſuch acca- 
lions. 


From what we have hitherto diſcourſed concerning the 
Language, the Matter, the Method, and the Manner of Per- 
forming [vine Service, as contained and preſcribed in rhe 
Book of Common- Prayer, we may poſitively conclude, that 
it agrees exactly with the Rule of my Text, even that, A// 
things in it are done to Edifying : Which was the thing Tun- 
dertaok to: prove... I know that many other Arguments 
might be brought toſhew the Excellency, and Uſefulneſs of 
the Common- Prayer. But theſe already produced, are ſuth- 
cient to convince any ſaber and conſidering Chriſtian of it. 
Andif there be any here preſent who are not yet convinced 
by what they have heard of it, [ deſire only one thing of 
them, and that is, That they would but make Tryal of it for 
a while.” For my Charity prompts meto believe that all the 
=_r that ſame expreſs againſt the Common- Prayer, and all 
that differency that is in others for it, proceeds only from 
their Ignorance, of what it is, or at leaſt from their want of 
an experimental knowledge of it. Fox let any Man that ſeri- 
oully minds the Worſhip of God and the Salvation of his 
Soul before all things elſe, let fuch a one, I ſay, fet him- 
elf in good earneſt to uſe the Common-Prayer, as he ought 
to do,for fome confiderabletime, and I do-nat doubt i 
by the Blefling of God, he will find that Benefit and Edi- 
fication by it, that his own experience ſhall convince him 
of all that & have now fazd, more than all the Arguments 
that I have, or any man in the World can ever produce to 
to him, Some perhaps may think this to be a Paradax : 
But I do not queſtion that many here #preſent can at- 


teſt. it upon thexr own knowledge - Having found —_ 
tlves 


_ 


a "- -_ _ 
IF. 
*s . 


Fe "Ot, 


>.> > 


*Y -a& — 


_ ”" — 
a—_—_— Jo _ = = w 
— . - 
= "3... - 


Fa 4 _—y 


» 


w—_ W ——_ G \, 
—_— — * 25.4 


op —— o 


%. 


22 The Excellency, and Oſefulneſs 


+ ſelves more confirmed in their Faith, more ſettled 10 their Re- 
' ligion, more humbled for their Sins, more ſupported under 


their Troubles, more enflamed with Love to God and de- 
fires of Heaven, every way more Edifzed by the conſtant 
uſe of theCommmon-Prayer,than they could ever have believed 
it poſſible to have been, except they had found it to be 


ſo by their own experience. 


Now theſe things being thus briefly conſidered, I ſhall 
obſerve only two things from them. The firſt, is the extra- 
ordinary prudence as well, as piety of our firſt Reformers, 
who firſt Compiled the Book of Common- Prayer, fo exactly 
Conformable to the Word of God and that-Apoltolical Ca- 
non in my Text 3 which I cannot but aſcribe to the ſame 
extraordinary aid and afliſtance from God, whereby they 
were afterwards enabled to ſuffer perſecution, yea, Matyr- 
dom its ſelf for his ſake, and ſo to confirm what they have 
done with their own Blood, which certainly is no ſmall 
commendation of it. 

The other thing I would obſerve unto you, is the reaſon 
why the Devil hath had ſuch a ſpight againſt the Common » 
Prayer, ever fince it was firſt made. For the more Edifying 
it is to God's People, the more Deſtructive it muſt needs be 
of the Devil's Kingdom. And therefore, 'tisno wonder that 
he hath allaloong employed the utmoſt of his power and po- 
licy to blaſt its Reputation, and fo to diſcourage and dif- 
ſwade Men fromthe uſe of it. And by the permiſſion of God 
for the Puniſhment of this ungrateful Nation, he hath fo 
far prevailed in his defign, that the Liturgy hath been twice 
caft out of the Church, ſince it was firſt brought into it, 
once inthe Reign of Queen Mary, and then again in the 
days of King Charles the Firſt, 

In the Reign of Queen Mary, you all know, who were 
his Inſtruments in the doing of it 5 even the Papiſts. For 


they clearly and truly fore-ſaw, that their Erroneous O- 


pinions 


« 
as. 
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pinions could never be believed, nor their Superſtitious 
PraQtices obſerved in the Nation, fo long as the Common» 
Prayzer was ufed. Foraſmuch, as there 1s nothing in that 
but what is ſound, and agreeable to the Doctrine of -the 
Goſpel, and ſo contrary to the groundleſs Opinions which 
the Church of Rowe would obtrude upon the World for 
Articles of Faith. And befides that, there are many Ex- 
prefſions purpoſely inſerted in it, to arm us againſt the 
Pope's' Supremacy , Indulgences ,- Invocation of - Saints, 
Tranſubſtantiation, arid other Popiſh Errours. So that it 
would have been impoſſible for the Rowiſh Religion to be 
ever reſtored in the Nation, unleſs the' Common- Prayer 
was firſt removed. Which therefore they took care to 
have done as ſoon as- poſſible. But within a few Years af- 
ter, even the firſt of Queen Elizabeth, it was brought in 
again. And,as the Reformation was begun before, ſofrom 
that tinie forward it was carried on and perfefted, chiefly 
by means of the Common-P+ayer. For it is very obſerva- 
ble, that in the Reign of King Edward the Sixth, and for 
ſeveral years too of Queen Elizabeth, there was little or 
no Preaching in moſt parts of the Kingdom, and few then 
could read Emgliſh; and yet by the conſtant, and gene- 
ral uſe of the Liturgy, and God's Bleſſing upon it, the 
Whole Nation was ſo Edified in the True Religion, that 
there was ſcarce one in an hundred but forſook and ab- 
horred all Popiſh DoCtrines and Superſtitions: Which is 
an undeniable Argument, that in this reſpe& alſo it is as 
Edifjing, as it is poſſible for a thing of that nature to be. 
In fo much, that fo long as the Common» Prayer is uſed, and 
frequented as it owght to be, it is morally impoſhible for 
Popery'to get aty ground amongſt us. But 1f this Bull- 
wark: wasorice removed (which God forbid) our grand 
Adverfary would ſoon accompliſh his Malicious Defigns 
upon us, one way. or other. 

This he knows well enough 3 and therefore had left no 


Stone! unturried' to” effet it. But what he had done 
F before 
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before by the Papiſts, he afterwards brought about again 
by other means in the Reign of King Charles the Firſt, 
For by what kind of Spirit the Common-Prazer was then 
caſt out, you all know, and ſome of you found by wo- 
ful experience. All that I ſhall fay of it, is only this, 
That the ſame Spirit that then ſtirred up people ſo vio+ 
lently againſt the Common- Prayer, (tirr'd them up at the 
ſame. time to Rebel againſt their King, to take away 
Mens Eſtates and Lives, cantrary to all Law and Juſtice; 
and at laſt to Murther one of the moſt Pious Princes that 
ever lived. And whether that was the Spirit of Chriſt, 
or Antichriſt, God, or the Devil, judge you. Be ſure the 
conſequents,of its being laid aſide at that time, were very 
fad. For People being deprived of that whereby they 
ſhould. have been edified, were immediately tofled to and 
fro with every Wind of Dottrine, until at length many of 
them fell into the moſt Pernicious and Damnable Hereſies 
that were ever heard of in the Church. Yea, togethev 
with the Liturgy, they laid afide all diſtinction betwixt ſa- 
cred and common things ; by which means the whole Na- 
tion was in danger of” being over-ſpread with Profanenefs, 
and Irreligion. 

But blcf{led be the: Name of the moſt high God for it; 
he was once more pleaſed to appear for usz and in- a mi- 
raculous manner to reſrore Gur Common- Prayer to his 
Church, together with our Gracious Soveraign to his 
Kingdoms. But what ſhall we render to the Lord for ſo 
great a Bleſling as this is? All that he expeQs, or we can 
give him for it, is only to make the beſt uſe of it that 
we can. This therefore, is that which I now pray, and 
beſeech you all for the. future to do. Do. not think it 
enough to be for the Common» Prajzer, and. to come now 
and then.to hear it. This you may do, as many do, and 
yet receive no more benefit by it, than as if there was 
none. at all to be received. Which therefore can by no 
means be imputed ta the Commar-Prajer its (lf, but 

| to. 
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! to the negligence of thoſe that uſe it. Neither muſt you 
think it enough to talk high for it, or to rail at thoſe 
who are not ſo happy as to be rightly informed about it. 
But rather take all Opportunities to inform them, and | 
by all means poſlible, to convince them of the Excel- ' 

tency, and Uſefulneſs of it. Which you can never do fo L 

- effectually, as by your out-ſtripping and exceeding them X 
in Vertue and Good Works. For this is and ever will 

be a plain Demonſtration, that the Common-Prayer is in- 

deed far more edifying, than thoſe new Modes of Reli- 

gion, which they are ſo unhappily ſeduced into. That I 

therefore go may do this, and ſo both experience in your , 

ſelves, and demonſtrate unto others, the truth and cer- 

tainty of what you have now heard, concerning the Com- 

mon- Prayer, I defire you to obſerve theſe few Rules in the 

uſing of it. | 


Firſt, Come not to our Pablick Prayer only out of Cu- 
ſtem or for Faſhion ſake, as the manner of ſome is, but 
out of a ſincere obedience to God's Commands, and with a 
ſure truſt and confidence in his Promiſes for his Bleſſing up- 
on what you do. For which end, it will be very good as ; 
you go to Church, to bethink your ſelves whither you | 
are going, and what you are to do there, that ſo laying 4 
afide all other buſineſs, you may put your ſelves into a | 
right temper for ſo great a Work. . 


"Secondly, Frequent our Publick Prayers as often as | 

4 conveniently you can. The oftner you are at them, the ; 
better you will like themz and the more edified you j 

will be by them. And therefore do not ſatisfie your ſelves \ 

with hearing them once a Week. In this City, as alſo in « 

| many other places in the Kingdom, efpecially where t 
| there are Cathedrals, or Collegiate Churches, you may p 
| enjoy the benefit of them publickly every day, and fo ; 
keep your Hearts continually in an holy and heaverly 
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frame, and always live as becometh Chriſtians: And if you 
negle& ſuch Opportunities as are now put in your hands, 
you will oneday wiſh you had not; but then wiſhing will 
do no good. 


Thirdly, If poſſibly, come always at the beginning of 
Divine Service, Otherwiſe you will certainly miſs of 
ſamething that would haye been edifying to. you, and per- 
haps of that, which ,at time might have done you more 
good than all the reſt. Neither will you loſe the benefit 
only of part of it, but in ſome meaſure of the whole too. 
All the parts of it beipg linked together in fo, excellent a 
manner and method, that they influence and afliff each o- 
ther. So that nothing can be omitted either by Miniſter or 
People, but the whole will ſuffer by it, and loſe ſomething 
of that Vertue and Efficacy, which otherwiſe you would 


find1n it, 


Fourthly, All the while that you are in Gad's Houle, 
carry your ſelves as in his ſpecial preſence, and ſuitably to 
the work you are about ; ſtanding while you'praiſe God, 
and kneeling while you pray unto him, :as opr Church hath 
direted you, For though theſe may. ſeem but little things 
in themſelves, yet they are .of great, conſequence, both to 
our Worſbipping of God aright, and alſa to our being edi- 
fied by what we do, as I have ſhewed before. 


Laſtly, Take ſpecial care all along to,keep your Minds 
intent upon the Matter in hand. When you confeſs your 
fins to God, do it with an hearty and ftncere Repentance 
for all. the Errours of your life paſt. When the Abſoluti- 
on is. pronounced, receive it with a firm, and ſtedfaſt 
Faith in Chriſt your Saviour. - When you repeat, or ling 
the Hymns and Pſalms, raiſe up your Spirits as high as 
you can, to joyn with thoſe above in praiſing and mag- 


vifying the Eternal God, When the Word of God is read, 


hearken 
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hearken diligently unto it, and conſider ſeriouſly what 
he that made you ſaith to you, and requireth of you, 
and refolve by his Bleſſing to believe, and live accord- 
ingly. And all the while that you are upon your 
knees, putting up your Petitions to the moſt high God, 
let your whole Souls be employed in it, earneſtly defi- 
ring the ue things you pray for at his gracious 
Hands, and humbly confiding on his faithful Promiſes for 
the granting of them. By this means you will perform 
reaſonable ſervice unto God, and by conſequence, that 
which will be very acceptable unto him, and as profitable 
and edifying to your (clves. Whereas, they that do not 
obſerve this Rule, cannot beproperly aid to pray, or ſerve 
God at all. And therefore it is no wonder that they come 
to Church, and hear the Common- Prayer read, and yet are 
no way edified 'by it. Indeed, it is impoſitvle that they 
ſhould. Foraſmuch, as all the benefit and edification that 
we can: poſſible receive from any of our Devotions, de- 
pends very much upon the due intention of our minds in 
the performance of them. To which, es I have thewn, 
both a Form of Prayer in general, and ours in particular, 
isa very great hclp. | 


Do but obſerve theſe plain and neceſſary Rules in uſing 
of the Common- Prayer (without which you cannot be tru- 
ly aid to uſe, but rather to abuſe it) and you will foon 
find what T have ſaid about it to be true, even that A/ things 
in it are done to Edifjing. And therefore I would to God, 
that not only you that hzar me at this time, but all the 
People of the Nation could be once perſwaded to do lo. 
What an Holy Nation, what a Peculiar People ſhould we 
then become? How Pious towards God 2 How Loyal toour 
Soveraign ? How Jult ap Charitable to one another? For 
by our conſtant Worthippirg Almighty God in fo folemn 
and devout a manner as this 1s, our Hearts would be over- 


awed with {ſo great a fear of His Divine Majeſty, that we 
ſhould 
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ſhould never dare, willingly to offend him. Our minds 
would be filled and impregnated with ſuch a ſenſe of his 
power and ſoveraignty, that we ſhould honour and revere 
it in thoſe alſo whom he hath ſet over us. Our whole 
Souls would be raifed up fo much above the World, that 
we ſhould not do an ill act to gain it wholly to our ſelves. In 
ſhort, we ſhould be everyday edified more and morein Faith, 
in Love, in Humility, in Self-denial, in Temperance, in 
Patience, in all true Grace and Vertue: And fo we ſhould 
go from ſtrength to ſtrength, from one degree of grace un- 
to another, until at length we arrive at Glory and Perfe&i- 
ons inthe higheſt Heavens, where we ſhall ſpend Eternity 
itsſelf in Praifing and Adoring the moſt high God ; as for 
all the other Mercies which he hath vouchſafed to us, fo in 
a particular manner for our being Members of ſuch and A- 
poſtolical Church, wherein all things are done to edifying. 


Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant we may all do, in, and 

through our Lord and Saviour Jeſws Chriſt 5 to whom, with the 
Father, and Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour «nd Glory, World 
without end. Amen. | 
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